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NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH 


We strive in the illusion that righteousness is a process whereby the 
old nature is worked over, so to speak, until it is refined into Christ-like- 
ness. The average Christian expects entirely too much from his own 
nature. He ought to expect nothing whatsoever. Why should he be sur- 


prised when it fails? If he understood the Scripture he would expect 





nothing but such failure. “The flesh profiteth nothing.” The great 
Apostle Paul put no confidence in his flesh. He did at one time and 
it was this very confidence that provoked him to attempt to destroy the 
Christian Church. He learned that all his righteousness was as “filthy 
rags in God’s sight.” The flesh will fail. God does not expect success 
from it, and neither does God want Christians to expect success from 
it... The spiritual man knows he cannot depend on himself. Maturity 
...is the increasing recognition of human weakness and utter reliability 


on the Spirit of God. 


—Richard C. Halverson 
CHRISTIAN MATURITY, Cowman 
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The next five issues of the Journal 
generally will conform to the themes 
of the so-called “Five Points of Cal- 
vinism.” In keeping with the first 
of these, we herewith treat of man 
as a sinner. From the major treat- 
ment by Dr. Strong to the Sunday 
School lesson you will find suggestive 
hints on this theme for programs and 
study courses. 





From the Key Biscayne, Fla., church, 
we hear that when the Bible study 
reached the verse, “Wives submit 
yourselves unto your husbands,” there 
arose a lively debate over the problem 
of interpretation. The question was 
settled when one student explained: 
“Sub means under. Mit means hand; 
therefore it means, ‘don’t be under- 
handed.’ ” 





And the comment which in our opin- 
ion settled the “religious issue” once 
and for all appeared in a letter to the 
editor this week: “If our understand- 
ing of the Roman Catholic authori- 
tarian church structure is in error, 
then let us hear from the Vatican, it- 
self, concerning our misunderstand- 
ing.” We thought of that remark 
when we saw in the papers that 100 
Roman laymen met in N. Y. to tell 
the world what their Church is going 
to do. 





Three large newspapers, The Pitts- 
burgh Press, The Philadelphia Inquirer 
and the Newark (N. J.) Star-Ledger, 
have dropped Dr. Norman Vincent 
Peale’s column because he presided 
over part of the now-famous Wash- 
ington session of Citizens for Relig- 
ious Freedom (although he didn’t 
speak). The reason given is that Dr. 
Peale, by participating in the confer- 
ence, has “impaired the non-sectarian 
character of his writing.” We would 
observe that this is exactly the sort 
of pressure upon freedom of opinion 
and of expression that the Washington 
delegates had in mind when they con- 
vened. 
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BRAZIL—You have 
wonder-city in the heart of Brazil, 


the new capital, Brasilia. Now hear 
about another, Itacira, a town in the 
interior of the huge state of Bahia, 
situated in the most prosperous dis- 
trict of that section. It is, without 
question, more of a wonder city than 
the much publicized city of Brasilia. 
And why? In Itacira the Presbyterians 
have a hospital, known far and wide; 
schools — nursery, primary, high and 
normal. There is a huge farm, a 
church which supports many outposts. 
And there isn’t a single Roman Cath- 
olic church in the town! A number 
of the streets and avenues have re- 
cently been named for the mission- 
aries, for Brazilian pastors and evan- 
gelists—those who have helped make 
the town what it is. Just for the con- 
trast, you should come into Itacira 
from any typical interior Brazilian 
town—or go into any typical interior 
Brazilian town from Itacira. It might 
give you an idea of what a difference 
a Church makes! 


—Rev. Wm. G. Neville 





BRAZIL — Evangelistic services at 
the “Quinze College” in North Brazil 
recently had an effect which spread 
all over the entire city. Jule Spach, 
college director, reports that more 
than 150 decisions were registered in 
the meetings just concluded at the 
college and in downtown Garanhuns. 
Of the students who accepted Christ 
more than thirty are now in training 
classes preparatory to their public 
profession of faith. In addition, four 
more young men have decided to enter 
the ministry from the college’s student 
body. This brings the present total 
of candidates in school to more than 
fifty, a 500% increase during the 
past five years! Brazil is on the 
move! 


—Rev. Pierre W. Dubose 
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Partisan Va. Churchmen’s Group Criticized 


Graham Organization 


Inaugurates Magazine 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (RNS) —A 
half million copies of the first issue 
of Decision, Billy Graham’s new 
monthly magazine, went into the mails 
here for readers around the globe. 


George M. Wilson, secretary-treas- 
urer of the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, said nearly 250,000 paid 
subscriptions have already been re- 
ceived for the publication. The other 
250,000 copies of the first issue 
(dated November) will be sent as 
sample copies to selected names on 
the mailing list of the association, 
which goes into every post office in 
this nation and hundreds abroad. 


Eventually, it is planned to trans- 
late the magazine into many languages, 
starting early next year with French, 
German and Spanish. 


Dr. Graham said the magazine will 
have a two-fold purpose: “to provide 
spiritual food for Christians, and to 
publish evangelistic messages and ar- 
ticles aimed at reaching the secular 
mind and winning the non-believer 
to Christ.” 


Boycott Threatened 


LONDON — (RNS) — An inde- 
pendent television company was 
threatened with a Catholic boycott of 
advertisers’ products unless it recon- 
sidered its policy of barring all relig- 
ious programs. The threat was made 
by the nationwide Catholic Look and 
Listen Movement, now holding its sec- 
ond annual conference at the Catholic 
Television and Radio Center here. 


Singled out for a possible boycott 
was the Granada Television Company, 
a regional network serving an area in 
the northwest that includes some of 
the nation’s largest Catholic popula- 
tions, particularly in Manchester, Liv- 
erpool and Lancashire. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
Republican leaders here and in Vir- 
ginia have sharply criticized the forma- 
tion of a committee of Protestant 
churchmen in that state under au- 
spices of the Democratic Party to com- 
bat religious bigotry in the campaign. 


They emphasized that there is a dif- 
ference between cooperating with com- 
mittees set up along intercreedal and 
bi-partisan lines —- with which they 
said many prominent Republicans are 
working — and those set up on a 
frankly partisan basis which they 
charge tend only to make partisan use 
of the clergy. 


Col. Francis Pickens Miller, long 
active in Democratic politics in Vir- 
ginia and a one-time candidate for 
governor, heads the group known as 
Virginia Citizens for Religious Liberty. 
Col. Miller is a prominent Presbyterian 
layman and has been an official of the 
National and the World Councils of 
Churches. 


Associated with him in the group 
are other- laymen prominent in Dem- 
ocratic affairs and such well-known 
clergymen as Dr. Ernest Trice Thomp- 
son of Union Theological Seminary, 
former moderator of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., General Assembly; Episcopal 
Coadjutor Bishop Robert F. Gibson, 
Jr., Richmond; and Dr. Albert T. Mol- 
legen, professor at Virginia Theologi- 
cal Seminary (Episcopal). 


In Richmond, Walter Gambill, vice- 
chairman of the Republican State 
Committee, called the organization “a 
brazen use of the Protestant clergy 
for partisan advantage.” 


A spokesman for Republican na- 
tional headquarters here emphasized 
that the Republican party will not at- 
tempt to set up any similar commit- 
tees of clergymen to support its nomi- 
nee, asserting that all workers at the 
national and state level have been 
firmly instructed to avoid any involve- 
ment with religious issues or person- 
alities. 


The spokesman added that the Re- 
publican Party would cooperate with 
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such groups as the Fair Campaign 
Practices Committee which is headed 
by Charles P. Taft, brother of the late 
Sen. Robert A. Taft (R.-O.) and for- 
mer Republican candidate for governor 


of Ohio. He questioned why, in view 
of the program of this group to ex- 
pose and condemn religious bigotry, 
it should be necessary to set up parti- 
san groups. 


Meanwhile, James W. Wine, as- 
sistant to the Democratic national 
chairman for community relations, and 
a former associate general secretary 
of the National Council of Churches 
for public interpretation, is traveling 
widely across the country to key states 
in an apparent effort to set up addi- 
tional committees like that organized 
in Virginia. 

A spokesman for his office, when 
asked by newsmen here whether the 
Democratic Party is financing the or- 
ganization of Protestant committees to 
work for the Democratic ticket, said, 
“The question is highly improper. It 
is not a question; but a charge.” 


Meanwhile, the Rev. Donald H. Gill, 
executive director of Citizens for Re- 
ligious Freedom, formed during a con- 
ference over which Dr. Norman Vin- 
cent Peale of New York presided at 
one session (he has since resigned 
from the organization), said that his 
group has neither received, nor would 
accept, any assistance from the Re- 
publican Party or any party affiliates. 


The conference, attended by about 
150 Protestant leaders, issued a state- 
ment challenging the independence of 
a Catholic President. 


“None of our members,” Mr. Gill 
said, “is active in politics and we ex- 
pect to keep our efforts entirely non- 
partisan, centered only upon the issues 
we see. All we have received from 
Republican national headquarters have 
been some rather nasty remarks.” 


Meanwhile, three editors of Rich- 
mond-based_ religious publications, 
two Protestant and one Roman Cath- 
olic, generally endorsed the objectives 
of the newly-formed Virginia Citizens 
for Religious Liberty Committee. 


Supporting the committee were Dr. 
George S. Reamey, editor of the 
weekly Virginia Methodist Advocate; 
Ben Hartley, editor of the Presbyterian 
Survey, official monthly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. (South- 
ern); and John Daly, editor of the 
Catholic Virginian, weekly newspaper 
of the Richmond Catholic diocese. 


Mr. Hartley stated that the com- 
mittee could serve a real purpose if 
“it combats hate material that is be- 
ing distributed but does not try to 
sell one candidate.” 





The church may seem cold if you 
sit in the Z-row. 





Divided German Flock 


BERLIN (RNS) —In the ill-fated 
village of Gross-Glienicke, some 20 
miles from Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate, 
a divided flock hears the same sermon. 


It is preached by Wilhelm Stintzing, 
a 44-year-old Evangelical pastor who 
has the dubious fame of manifesting 
the tragedy of Germany’s political 
split. 


Every Sunday, Pastor Stintzing 
travels 25 miles to carry out clerical 
duties to parishioners who are actually 
just yards apart. This situation is 
forced upon him by a brutal wooden 
fence that marks West from East 
Germany in what once was an idyllic 
weekend resort of Berliners. 


Before the war, Pastor Stintzing 
needed about 25 minutes to go from 
one end of the village to the other— 
on foot. Today, it takes him three 
times as long—on bicycle. For at 
Gross-Glienicke, there is no opening 


Hears Same Sermons 


in the “Wooden Curtain,” and the 
nearest border crossing point is 12 
miles away, at Staaken. So the pastor 
has to cycle nearly 25 miles twice a 
week to serve both parts of the parish. 


His parishioners, who are members 
of the Evangelical Church of Berlin- 
Brandenburg, belong to the same com- 
munity, but live in two different 
worlds. 


It is only through his efforts that 
the people on both sides of the border 
have any actual contact. The preacher, 
who is pastor of the Western sector’s 
“Chapel of the Good Shepherd” has 
managed through the intervention of 
the Berlin- Brandenburg Church — 
which has clerical jurisdiction over 
East and West Berlin and part of 
the Soviet Zone surrounding the city— 
to get a permanent pass from the 
East German authorities permitting 
him to move freely between his two 
flocks. 


Religious Gains Noted 
By Formosa in Decade 


TAIPEI, Formosa (RNS) — Thou- 
sands of visitors who flocked here 
from abroad for celebrations marking 
the 49th anniversary of the Republic 
of China had a chance to witness the 
remarkable progress religion has made 
in Formosa during the past ten years. 


Protestantism has a following of 
136,250 members, plus 116,517 pros- 
pective members or “‘inquirers.”’ There 
are 1,478 local churches and chapels 
administered by over 60 denomina- 
tions, the largest of which are Amer- 
ican, Canadian and English Presby- 
terian bodies. Other Protestant insti- 





tutions include nine theological semi- 
naries, 14 hospitals and _ clinics, 
one university, three colleges, six high 
schools and 50 kindergartens. 


Besides working in their own insti- 
tutions, Protestant missionaries teach 
in public and private universities and 
carry on a great deal of instruction 
in Mandarin and English versions of 
the Bible. 


While freedom of religion has been 
taken for granted in Formosa, the 
story of religious persecution on the 
Communist mainland has made grim 
reading. 


In recent years the Peiping regime 
has been seeking to delude the outside 
world by setting up puppet religious 
groups and permitting religious serv- 
ices within the areas of guided tours. 





But no amount of window dressing 
has been able to hide the basic fact 
that religion, in the trve sense of the 
word, has ceased to exist on the main- 
land. 





Dry Campaign Pushed 


FAYETTEVILLE, Ark.—(RNS) — 
The Washington County Civic Foun- 
dation was formed at a meeting oi 
church people here to halt legal sales 
of alcoholic beverages and vote the 
county dry in the November election. 


Dr. William E. Brown of Little Rock, 
executive director of the Christian 
Civic Foundation of Arkansas, assured 
the group that Washington County 
“can and will” be voted dry in Novem: 
ber. ‘“We’re in Washington County 
to put on a local option election ané 
dry up the county,” he said. The 
Christian Civic Foundation forms thef 
backbone of the dry movement in theff 
state. 
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Basic doctrines of the Reformed faith— 





TOTAL INABILITY 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


As we begin to study the Five Points 
of Calvinism, I am impelled to share 
excerpts from a letter from one of our 
university young women: “Yes, pre- 
destination is a subject that is peren- 
nially interesting. It has interested 
me for many years, as have the other 
elements of the doctrine of the Pres- 
byterian Church. The more we learn 
about them, the more I want to know. 
Adult members of the congregation 
need to know the system of doctrine, 
but I just feel that it is so important 
for the student of today to know his 
belief and why he believes. School, 
especially college, is in itself a test 
of faith, There are so many occa- 
sions for doubt to arise — something 
a professor says or something said in 
a discussion with fellow students. I 
don’t mind admitting that I have had 
my doubts and I still have questions, 
but each time I find something new 
to cling to and each time I feel that 
I build a little more. When I pray 
each night I thank God that I was 
born into a Christian home, and I also 
thank God that He has helped me to 
become a Presbyterian.” 


What a splendid testimony! May a 
like doctrinal alertness and concern be 
found in each one of us. 


The theology of the Presbyterian 
Church is Calvinism. In common with 
other Christian groups we hold to the 
authority of the Bible, to the doctrine 
of the Trinity, to that of the incarna- 
tion, to the substitutionary atonement, 
to the resurrection of Christ, to the 
certainty of eternal judgment and the 
final doom of the impenitent, to the 
everlasting blessedness of the saved. 


Five points of doctrine are peculiar- 
ly distinctive of Calvinism, as it treats 
of the central doctrine of them all, the 
sovereignty of God. We remember 
them by the acrostic TULIP: T-total 





depravity or inability, U-unconditional 
election, L-limited design of the atone- 
ment, I-irresistible grace, P-persever- 
ence of the saints. We are now to 
think about Total Inability. 


SCRIPTURE ON TOTAL INABILITY 


There are three most pertinent pas- 
sages of Scripture affirming the doc- 
trine of Total Inability: I Corinthians 
2:14 — “The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, 


for they are foolishness unto Him: 
neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned’’; Ephe- 
sians 2:1 — “And you hath He quick- 


ened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins’; Romans 8:7 “The carnal 
mind is enmity against God: for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be.” 


The natural man takes no delight in, 
has no appreciation for the things 
of God. He is spiritually unable to 
appreciate them. So testifies the 
Corinthians verse. 





‘FOR IT IS GOD 
WORKING IN YOU 


PHIL. 2:13 
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The unsaved man is spiritually dead, 
says Ephesians. 


The carnal mind is in rebellion 
against the law of God, says Romans. 


The three passages show us why 
we must hold the doctrine of Total 


Inability. Let us now explore the 
teaching of Scripture. 

Sin is extensive. Sin extends 
throughout the human race. As Paul 


says, again in Romans, “There is none 
righteous, no not one” (Rom. 3:10). 
The only person in history who has 
been without the taint of original sin 
and who has never committed even a 
single sin is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
This is, of course, why He can be the 
Saviour of sinners. 


We seem to be living in a day when 
sin does its very worst. The sordid 
Finch trial is evidence of this. A man 
of education, culture, and high pro- 
fessional standing, Dr. Finch has dis- 
covered himself nevertheless to be a 
creature of the gutter. You and I 
thank God that our lives have not 
been stained with crime, but we know 
that our hearts have harbored the 
most darkly unworthy thoughts, while 
from our lips have come words to 
make us ashamed. We have been 
guilty of innumerable transgressions 
of the law of God. 


There is a tendency in the pulpits of 
today, however, not to say much about 
sin. Some want to be only positive, 
as they call it. They immediately 
deal with life problems, attempting to 
tell their listeners how to overcome 
tension, how to make decisions, how 
to be successful, how to become ad- 
justed, how to accept themselves. To 
talk about sin is supposed to be nega- 
tive and discouraging. 
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The Gospel of Christ is more re- 


alistic. It starts with you and me as 
we are — sinners, violators of the 
law of God, persons who have come 
short of doing what God tells us we 
must do. The Gospel says plainly and 
bluntly to every member of the hu- 
man race: “You are a sinner.” 


Sin is not only extensive in the 
human race, it is extensive also in 
the individual. The body is affected 
by sin. We are under the penalty 
of physical death because of the failure 
of our agent and representative Adam 
to render perfect obedience to God. 
All that makes for death is the com- 
mon experience of mankind: aches and 
pains, afflictions of all kinds, diseases 
and seizures, accidents and catas- 
trophes. 


The soul is affected by sin. We 
have an enormous capacity for fal- 
lacious thinking. (This explains why 
earnest men in all sincerity find it 
possible to hold theories in opposition 
to the teaching of the Bible. We 
recognize that sin has darkened hu- 
man understanding.) Men also have 
a fatal inclination for making bad de- 
cisions — the human will is corrupt. 
And the affections of mankind are 
warped. It is from sin that the pas- 
sionate desires and angers from which 
come crimes of lust and violence arise. 


Man is infected by sin in his total 
personality. 


The worst effect of all is what has 
happened to that capacity for com- 
muning with God bestowed on man 
in his creation. It is this to which our 
Scripture passages specifically refer. 
The unsaved man does not receive 
spiritual things, for he is spiritually 
dead. He is a determined rebel against 
God. He is totally unable to know 
God, to serve God, to obey God. Sin 
has ravaged and ruined the offspring 
of God! 


TOTAL INABILITY AND 
THE COVENANT CHILD 


One remembers his own case. There 
was discipline in the home: he went 
to Sunday School and church because 
he had to. There was, however, no 
pleasure in the things of God. In the 
heart was a desire to get on his own 
and really to “taste life.” He was 
spiritually dead. It is, of course, the 
story of many a young person. 


(Parenthetically, let parents none- 
theless persist in fulfilling their cov- 
enant obligations. Thus let them firm- 
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ly say to their boys and girls, “This 
is the way our family does things on 
the Sabbath Day. It is not open to 
discussion whether you go to Sunday 
School and church. The rule for all 
of us is to go to God’s house, and so 
you will go too. I think that when 
you are older you will be glad your 
parents insisted that you should hear 
the Word of God’’). 


Christian parents know that their 
children are not born untainted and 
that church attendance is not in itself 
proof of spiritual vitality. They know 
that it takes more than teaching and 
preaching to make Christians, for total 
inability describes the children of the 
covenant just as much as the man of 
the world. As we tell the man of the 
world who shows a slight interest in 
the Bible, so we tell everyone: “It is 
important to come to church, to listen 
to the Gospel, to put yourself in the 
place and in the atmosphere in which 
the Spirit of God most often works.”’ 


TOTAL INABILITY AND 
DIVINE GRACE 


We are now in fact coming to grips 
with the only way in which the prob- 
lem of total inability can be solved. 
The inter-connection of the Five 
Points of Calvinism here becomes ap- 
parent. Electing grace, which is an 
irresistible grace, looms up solidly as 
the Divine answer to our overwhelming 
human need. 


Two mighty factors God brings to 
bear on the soul. The first is the 
Gospel message from His Word spoken, 
read or witnessed to. Alone it would 
not be enough, however. This is true, 
no matter how persuasive the preacher, 
how intelligent the hearer. 


But the word of salvation is not 
alone. The Holy Spirit of God works 
with that word, so that the deaf ear 
hears, the blind eye sees, the stony 


heart throbs with responsiveness. In- 
stead of the Gospel being just anothe: 
lesson to be learned, it proves to be 
the Good News of deliverance from 
sin. Instead of the heart rebelling, 
determined to have its own way, it 
now understands and joyfully accepts 
the disclosure that true liberty is to 
be found in the path of God’s will. 
The soul is no longer turned from 
God in resentment and indifference; 
its set is now toward God with readi- 
ness to believe the Gospel and to ac- 
cept Christ as Saviour. 

Always when you find a Christian, 
a real Christian, that is what has oc- 


curred. Some have been so greatly 
blessed — and this is the best way 
of all — that they have never known 


other than to trust Jesus Christ: the 
Spirit of God wrought in their hearts 
very early in life. We are reminded 
of Samuel, of John the Baptist, of 
Timothy. 


Some came to true faith in Christ 
in the days of their teens, quietly, 
confidently. Yet some had the radi- 
cal, Pauline kind of awakening. There 
is no pattern to which our experience 
must conform. But if we actually 
have experienced saving faith in Christ, 
we may be sure that it was the Holy 
Spirit who dealt with and overcame 
the problem of our inability, who 
sovereignly and graciously bestowed 
regenerating grace upon us. 


Salvation is of the Lord. He 
wrought it on the cross. He applies 
it to the sin-deadened soul. He, work- 


ing by the Holy Spirit, with the Word, 
brings us to Himself and saves us. 
May the Holy Spirit in our day, too, 
pity many that are hardened and dead 
of heart and raise them to know and 
enjoy the life that is in Christ Jesus 
the Lord. 
* * os 1 
Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 





OF RECONCILIATION. 





The Christian Doctrine of Reconciliation 


An initial religious assurance — this assurance of justification, not 
as God’s verdict at the close of a perfect life, but as God’s free unmerited 
mercy to the believing sinner, through which alone he could set out on 
life, finding the gate of righteousness which he had shut in his own face 
thrown by redeeming love wide open — this initial religious assurance 
is the essential mark of Reformation Christianity . . 
thought more about Christ than it did about the new creation, and faith 
tended to become intellectualized; faith was rather the acceptance of 
true thoughts about revelation than the sudden and irresistible conquest 
of the whole being by the Redeemer. 
Reformation view of faith—James Denny, THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 


. (later Protestantism) 


This was a Romish rather than a 
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JHE SERMON 





Wh ARE ALL IN THE SAME BOAT 


WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT, JR. 


Text: “There is no difference; for 
all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God.”” (Romans 3:22, 23.) 


Then we are all in the same boat. 
However much we may differ in other 
respects, we are alike in this: we all 
need forgiveness. In the language of 
the General Confession, “We have left 
undone those things which we ought 
to have done; and we have done those 
things which we ought not to have 
done; and there is no health in us.” 


We humans are divided at many 
points. We are Democrats or Repub- 
licans, educated or uneducated, white 
or colored, rich or poor, but we are 
united at the place of guilt. In one way 
or another every last one of us has 
transgressed God’s holy laws, and re- 
belled against His lordship. There are 
no exceptions. In St. Augustine’s words, 
“whatever we are, we are not what 
we ought to be.”’ The witness of the 
Bible is clear at this point. “There 
is none righteous, no not one.” “There 
is not a just man upon the earth that 
doeth good and sinneth not.” “If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us.” 


Some are guilty of the grosser sins. 
These are the more spectacular or vio- 
lent forms of wrongdoing which make 
the front nages of our newspapers, 
and which win society’s condemnation 
and punishment. You know them 
and can name them as readily as I — 
murder, robbery, forgery, kidnapping, 
and the long, sordid list of sex crimes. 
These certainly are sins, and those 
who commit them stand under the 
judgment of Almighty God and of so- 
ciety. 


But these grosser sins do not begin 
to exhaust the list. Multitudes who 
are victorious over these fall before 
others which are more subtle and re- 
fined. 


There are, for example, the 


sins of the tongue — profanity, vulgar 
suggestion, deliberate falsehood, and 
exaggeration. And there is slander, 
gossip and detraction. Mrs. Oliphant 
said of one of her characters: “If an 
angel were to walk about, Mrs. Sam 
Hurst would never rest till she had 
found out where he came from, and 
perhaps whether he had a broken feath- 
er in his wing.”” So many of us are 
like Mrs. Sam Hurst. We have an 
amazing capacity for discovering bro- 
ken feathers in other people’s wings 
and talking about them. 


The damage which an undisciplined 
and caustic tongue can do is incalcul- 
able. Its victims are legion. It can 
defeat good causes, spoil friendships, 
injure reputations, and disrupt mar- 
riages. How many unhappy, even 
tragic situations could be avoided if 
we could only learn to hold our 
tongues! Some of us are terribly de- 
linquent in this regard. It is our great- 
est weakness. We all need to be ever 
vigilant, praying constantly the peti- 
tion of the psalmist: “Set a watch, O 
Lord, before my mouth; keep the door 
of my lips.” 


And there are what Henry Drum- 
mond used to call “the sins of the dis- 
position.” Many who are able to resist 
the sins of the flesh fall into these 
more respectable sins of the disposi- 
tion: anger, malice, irritableness, sul- 
leness, self-pity, envy, pride. 


These were the sins of the Elder 
Brother in our Lord’s parable. This 
young man fought off the fleshly ap- 
petite. He successfully resisted the 
grosser sins of the “far country” which 
claimed his young brother, but he was 
uncharitable, censorious, churlish, full 
of self-conceit and self-pity. 


The sins of the disposition are the 
particular temptation of religious peo- 
ple, simply because we do not mark 
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them as heinous in God’s sight, and 
are not on our guard against them. 
We would not think of committing the 
more flagrant sins of passion, but our 
guard is down when the subtle sins 
of the disposition entice us. R. M. 
M’Cheyne, the Scottish saint, wrote 
this in his diary: “Restrained from 
open vice by educated views and 
the fear of man, how much ungodli- 
ness has reigned within me! How 
often has it broken through all re- 
straints, and come out in the shape 
of lust and anger, mad ambitions, and 
unhallowed words! Though my vice 
was always refined, yet how subtle 
and how awfully prevalent it was!’ 


In this same category belong what 
Nathaniel Hawthorne called “the un- 
perpetrated sins of the mind” — the 
wrong things which we contemplate 
in thought and imagination, but which 
are not expressed in deed. Clarence 
Darrow once said, “I never killed a 
man, but I have read many obituaries 
with a lot of pleasure.” 


Jesus was deeply concerned about 
these unperpetrated sins of the mind. 
He differed from other moral teachers 
in that He condemned the sinful mo- 
tive and thought as well as the sinful 
act. He rebuked acquisitiveness and 
greed as well as thievery. He con- 
demned hatred as well as murder, and 
lust as well as adultery. 


And then there are the sins of omis- 
sion — our “want of conformity unto 
the law of God.” A small girl once 
defined sins of omission as “the sins 
we ought to have committed and 
haven’t.” Well, we know better. 
They are the things we leave undone 
which we could and ought to do. 


In the days of His flesh our Lord 
laid great emphasis upon these sins of 
omission. His contemporaries thought 
of sin almost exclusively as overt trans- 
gression. They congratulated them- 
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selves upon the number of ugly things 
they did not do, and judged others on 


this same negative basis. But Jesus 
was concerned not merely with what 
they failed to do that was right. His 
most vehement condemnations were 
directed, not against the publicans and 
harlots whose transgressions were 
known to all, but against the respect- 
able pharisees who boasted of their 
moral rectitude, but were loveless and 
would not lift a finger to alleviate the 
need and misery about them. 


Several of our Lord’s parables dealt 
with this very problem. What was 
wrong with the man who hid his one 
talent in the earth? What did he do? 
That was the trouble: he did nothing. 
And yet Jesus called him a “wicked 
and slothful servant.” What was the 
matter with the priest and the levite 
in the parable of the Good Samaritan? 
What did they do? That was the 
trouble: they did nothing. They simp- 
ly “passed by on the other side” and 
left the poor man to die. 


What was the matter with Pontius 
Pilate, the Roman governor? What 
did he do? Wherein lay his blame? 
Did he put the crown of thorns on 
Jesus’ head? Did he thrust the spear 
into His side? Did he drive “great 
nails through hands and feet?” No, 
the Roman soldiers did that. Pilate 
only “washed his hands.” He refused 
to help when he could have used his 
power and influence to protect an in- 
nocent man. 


Some of us pride ourselves on all 
the wrong things we do not do. We 
do not steal, we do not gamble, we do 
not commit adultery, we do not lie, we 
do not slander, and we are not intem- 
perate. That is fine; truly commend- 
able. Congratulations! But are we 
bearing any crosses, shouldering any 
burdens, righting any wrongs, heal- 
ing any wounds? 


“T never cut my neighbor’s throat; 
My neighbor’s gold I never stole; 
I never spoiled his house and land; 
But God have mercy on my soul! 


“For I am haunted night and day 
By all the deeds I have not done; 
O unattempted loveliness! 

O costly valor never won!” * 


Well, have we overlooked anyone? 
Does anyone reading this sermon feel 
left out? Can any individual contend 
that the sermon is not for him? Has 
anyone the audicity to say that he is 


* Author unknown. 
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free from guilt? Gamaliel Bradford 
dug up the following revealing passage 
from the pen of Dumas. The man is 
talking about himself. ‘When the 
hand of the Lord closes the two ho- 
rizons of my life, letting fall the veil 
of His love between the nothingness 
that precedes and the nothingness that 
follows the life of man, he may ex- 
amine the intermediate space with his 
most rigorous scrutiny, but he will 
find not one single evil thought or ac- 
tion for which I feel that I should ap- 
proach myself.”} How can any honest 
man say a thing like that? Such un- 
blushing self-conceit is both tragic and 
disgusting. 


Georgia Harkness says that if we 
cannot think of anything to repent of, 
we should ask ourselves the following 
questions: Have I criticized anybody 


The Call of God.-- 


‘Tis not that I did choose Thee; 
Dear Lord that could not be; 

This heart would still refuse Thee, 
Hadst Thou not chosen me. 

Thou from the sin that stained me 
Hast cleansed and set me free; 

Of old Thou hast ordained me, 
That I should live to Thee. 


—Author unknown 


too harshly? Have I spread gossip? 
Have I lost my temper and said un- 
kind things? Have I been jealous of 
anybody? Resentful or unforgiving? 
Have I tried to get possessions or 
honors that belonged to someone else? 
Have I tried to enjoy myself in ways 
harmful to others? Have I misused 
my body or my personality by over- 
indulgence in something — smoking, 
drinking, sex? Have I been lazy or 
irresponsible about something I ought 
to do? Have I been dishonest or in- 
sincere? . . . Have I been snobbish? 
Prejudiced by the economic or political 
attitudes of my group? Have I been 
indifferent to those less privileged — 
the poor, the sick, the ignorant, those 
of other races? Have I been indif- 
ferent or irreverent toward God?” 


If St. Paul is right, and “all have 
sinned,” then every occasion for boast- 


+ See A Naturalist of Souls, p. 196. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / OCTOBER 26. 





ing is gone. There is absolutely no 
excuse for pride or self-conceit; no 
room for lordly attitudes of self-com- 
placency or superiority. None has 
any right to say in pharisaic mood: 
“Lord, I thank Thee that I am not as 
other men are.” 


And if Paul is right, then all of us 
are disqualified to sit in judgment up- 
on other human beings. We are so 
prone to do this — so sharply con- 
scious of other people’s defects. But 
if all have sinned — if none is free 
from the taint of guilt — then it is 
most inappropriate for any one of 
us to “sit in the scorner’s seat and 
hurl the cynic’s ban.” Our own weak- 
nesses and imperfections deprive us 
of that right. Let us remember that 
when we point an accusing finger at 
our fellows we are pointing three fin- 
gers at ourselves. So, “he that is 
without sin among you, let him first 
cast a stone.” There is so much of 
evil in our own hearts and lives that 
to condemn others is to indict our- 
selves. It is possible that we are as 
sinful as those we censure, and in 
God’s sight we may be much worse. 
As one writer put it, “If we could see 
ourselves as others see us, we would 
never speak to ourselves again.” 


And if Paul is right — if “all have 
sinned and come short of the glory 
of God” — then how necessary and 
how wonderful appear the mercy and 
forgiveness of God. If the love of 
God is not amazing us; if we are no 
longer awed and subdued by the Story 
of Calvary; if the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper seems dull and sad, it 
is because our sense of sin and need 
is gone or blunted. The remedy is 
not wonderful because the disease is 
not recognized for what it is; the res- 
cue is not glorious because the plight 
is not seen or felt. 


Back in 1905 Charles H. Gabriel 
wrote a simple Gospel hymn, the open- 
ing lines of which are: 


“T stand amazed in the presence 
Of Jesus the Nazarene, 

And wonder how He could love me, 
A sinner, condemned, unclean.” 


Surely that is the natural and im- 
mediate response of every individual 
who has looked at his own heart and 
then at God’s unfailing love revealed 
in Jesus Christ. 


* * * * 


Dr. Elliott, past Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., is pastor 
of the Highland Park church, Dal- 


las, Tex. 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 





HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
D. B. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 
J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 
J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 
J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 
J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’'s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 
E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
Jack Gilliland, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 





Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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BDIVORIALS | 


Let’s Have More Doctrine! 


On p. 5 of this issue found 
Dr. Strong’s first article in a series 
on the so-called “Five Points of Cal- 
vinism” (Total Inability, Unconditional 
Election, Limited Design of the Atone- 
ment, Irresistible Grace, Perseverence 
of the Saints), the first letters of 


you 


which combine to form the word 
TULIP. 
We are glad that this year the 


emphasis across the entire Church will 
be on Presbyterian doctrines and heri- 
tage. We hope and trust that con- 
gregations everywhere will organize 
special study classes in what Presby- 
terians believe. 


It is probable that the average 
Presbyterian congregation today is 
made up 50% of people from other 
denominational backgrounds: Baptists, 
Methodists, Disciples, etc. That is a 
tremendous fact. It means that we 
should emphasize Presbyterian doc- 
trine in our study groups even more 
than ever. 


Most groups this year will be using 
as a basis of their study, Dr. Felix 
Gear’s splendid (we almost said 
superb) book on the basic Christian 
understanding of things: BASIC BE- 
LIEFS OF THE REFORMED FAITH. 
His treatment of God, man and sal- 
vation—especially of the work of the 
Holy Spirit—will bring a blessing if 
carefully studied. 


At the same time, we hope that 
interested groups will want to go be- 
yond the basic beliefs of Christians 
as these are outlined in Dr. Gear’s book 
into the special beliefs of Presby- 
terians. The Reformed (Calvinistic) 
Faith views the purpose and the works 
of God in a unique way. Reformed 
doctrines (which are not altogether 
held in common with Christian breth- 
ren of other denominations) have 
given the Presbyterian Church a par- 
ticular vitality and a special strength. 


You will want to use the current 
series of articles by Dr. Strong in 
connection with your study of these 
special doctrines. And Dr. Gordon 
Clark’s book, WHAT PRESBYTER- 
IANS BELIEVE (available from the 
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Book 
of great help. 


$2.00) will be 
If you want to dig 
deeply into important Biblical doc- 
trines, order THE APOSTOLIC 
PREACHING OF THE CROSS, by 
Leon Morris, $3.50. 


Journal Room, 


A further word about Dr. Strong’s 
The so-called “Five Points” 
are by no means the sum of Presby- 
terian theology, as every reader of 
these articles will discover. They are 
rather five important doctrines which 
follow and grow out of the original 
concept of the Sovereignty of God as 
this is explained in the Calvinistic 
system of theology. In other words, 
they answer the question: granted that 
God is Sovereign, what bearing does 
His Sovereignty have on our under- 
standing of the processes of salvation, 
as contrasted with other under- 
standings, such as that of the Armin- 
ians? 


series. 


The “Five Points’ have nothing to 
say about the sacraments, the means 
of grace, baptism, etc. 


Keeping the 
Facts Straight 


It is quite natural that persons on 
opposite sides of an issue will try to 
make the issue appear favorable to 
their particular viewpoint. This is 
happening in the matter of the “re- 
ligious issue” of a possible Roman 
Catholic president. 


But in the heat of debate the issue 
is being made out to be what it is not: 
where a man goes to church, or wheth- 
er he is loyal to the United States. 


Let’s keep this issue perfectly clear. 
In the words of Dr. Glenn Archer, ex- 
ecutive director of POAU: 


If the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
would come out in pronouncement 
and practice for equality of all 
creeds before the law, against try- 
ing to tie church and state to- 
gether, against federal aid to par- 
ochial schools — then they would 
sweep away much of the anxiety 
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that exists over electing a 
man Catholic) to the White House. 
We are not concerned primarily 
with (this candidate) but with the 


(Ro- 


of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy to carve out a special 
place for that church in American 
society. 


desires 


That is the thing that concerns us. 
And anyone who says that the Roman 
church is not already trying mightily 
to carve a special place for itself in 
American society simply hasn’t been 
in touch with the situation. 


From What 
Do We Learn? 


Just yesterday we enjoyed an ani- 
mated discussion with a person who 
shares with us a deep concern for 
young people and the often ersatz 
“religion” they are being taught to- 
day. 


The subject was: 
we learn?” 


“From what do 


Our friend argued that we learn 
from every experience in life, from 
mother love, from accidents and mis- 
takes, from friendship. When we 
simply bump into someone going down 
a hall we learn something. 


True. And spiritual 
through learning. 


values come 


But it does not follow that because 
we learn about unselfishness from 
mother love, we learn about God from 
mother love. 


Some of the strongest mother love 
in the world is exhibited in the atti- 
tude of a mother fox tending her cubs. 
But that doesn’t give a fox’s cubs re- 
ligion. 


God is everywhere, and in every ex- 
perience in life, for He is “above all, 
and through all and in you all.” 


But it does not follow that we 
learn of God in as many different ways 
as we learn that a stove is hot, that 
flowers have fragrance, that birds sing 
sweetly, that a sunset is beautiful. 


Spiritual knowledge, as John Calvin 
accurately observed, is of a different 
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It comes 


order than other knowledge. 
to man by one way only: by the Holy 
Spirit teaching us through the means 
of grace He has appointed, namely the 
Word of God and the testimony of 
spirit-filled men. 


The hand of God is in the rose. But 
if all you have to do to learn of God 
is study the rose, then we must assume 
that the whole world has ample oppor- 
tunity to become Christian for roses 
flower everywhere. 





Prayers Urged 


(The following telegraphic message 
received by this office is reprinted here 
for the benefit of our readers.) 


As a result of praying for the 
United Nations at Asbury Theological 
Seminary, Wilmore, Ky., during a 
prayer convocation under the leader- 
ship of Dr. Frank Laubach, we feel 
led to request you as Christian leaders 
to help call this nation to prayer. This 
is the supreme crisis in history. People 
are desperate and will welcome your 
leadership. With your vast influence 
you can start multitudes to praying 
that God’s will may be done. Now is 
the time. We need your leadership 
in a mighty prayer movement. — Of- 
ficers of Administration, Asbury The- 
ological Seminary. 








Building Himself A Foundation 








~- M1 ANN Ty i 
“HE FORSCOK GOD WHICH MADE HIM, AND LIGHTLY 
ESTEEMED THE ROCK OF HIS SALVATIONY._. DUT IZ 5 



























WHAT PRICE REFORMATION? 


“Harken to me, ye that follow after 
ye that seek the 
Lord: look unto the rock whence 
ye are hewn, and to the hole of the 
pit whence ye are digged.”’ (Isaiah 
$1 :3). 


righteousness, 


Have the lessons of the Reformation 
been forgotten in our land? Are the 
doctrines of Reformed theology no 
longer valid? Did Luther take a stand 
not justified by subsequent events, or 
did Calvin labor for a lost cause? 
Have the distinctives of Protestantism 
become blurred in an ecumenicity that 
ignores the paradox: Christ divides 
when He unites? 


Protestantism has often sheltered an 
individualism that has led to hair- 
splitting and the separating of true be- 
lievers. This is to be regretted, though 
far more dangerous is an emerging 
concept of the Church which views 
ecclesiastical unity as a goal to be 
attained without reference to truths 
that comprise Christianity itself. We 
are witnessing today a dimming of 
Protestant convictions, and as there 
is no corresponding complacency on 
the part of the Church of Rome, she 
is astutely taking advantage of our 
softness and ignorance. 


We are urged on every side to ex- 
ercise “tolerance.” Tolerance’ of 
what? The human body which tolerates 


infection is doomed. The organism 
which resists infection lives. Our Lord 
was supremely intolerant. He said, 


“T am the way, the truth, and the 
life.’ He affirmed that He is the 
door, the only entrance to eternal life. 
At no point in His teaching did He 
tolerate the idea of salvation in any 
other. The early Church believed and 
preached this truth. 


Later when the injection of error 
was tolerated, the Western world sank 
into the Dark Ages, not because the 
Gospel had failed but because its light 
had been hidden. 


Into this darkness there came the 
light of the Reformation. Eternal 
truths were rediscovered, the Good 
News was once again preached. The 
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His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


binding authority of man and of the 
Church was rejected in favor of the 
authority of Holy Scripture interpret- 
ed by the Holy Spirit. 


Of course the Reformation caused 
division and strife; Scripture-based 
Christianity always brings division. 
That some who call themselves Chris- 
tians thrive on a kind of conflict that 
stems from pride and ignorance must 
not obscure the compelling truth that 
in the world there are but two classes 
of people, the redeemed and the un- 
redeemed, and they are divided not by 
the will of God but by the sinfulness 
of man. 


Human progress is always desirable; 
but when we encounter the rejection 
of vital truth and this is acclaimed as 
progress, then our state is one of 
retrogression and not progression. In 
a changing world there stands both 
as witness and as anchor, the unchang- 
ing Christ revealed in Holy Writ. 
Christians need to look to the rock 
from whence they were hewn, to the 
One who continues the Eternal Foun- 
dation. 


Protestantism today is in jeopardy, 
not because of an outward enemy so 
much as from a lost perspective. The 
present theological confusion does not 
stem from scientific discoveries or ad- 
vances in scholarship; it comes from 
philosophical presuppositions which try 
to build a superstructure of human 
speculation without the foundation of 
divine revelation. 


Through broadness of approach and 
shallowness of belief, a step backward 
can be an alarmingly easy one as these 
Christian beliefs inherent in a virile 
Protestantism become irrelevant or un- 
important. 


Within the framework of Reformed 
Protestantism there developed a so- 
cial order wherein freedom was more 
precious than life itself, and wherein 
individual initiative led to unprece- 
dented economic and political advances. 
But in our day as the Protestant con- 
cept has waned in the thinking of 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1) 
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OOL, 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 








Confession and Forgiveness 


Bible Material: Psalms 32; 51; Luke 11:4; 15:11-32 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 85 


During November we will study man’s relation to 
God through prayer, and it is natural to begin with 
confession and forgiveness “for all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God.” As our memory 
selection puts it: “If we confess our sins, He is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9). It is easy 
to repeat the words of the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe 
in the forgiveness of sins,” without realizing what lies 
back of them — what it cost God to make this forgive- 
ness possible. The whole plan of salvation revolves 
around sin and its forgiveness. Let us look at some 
of these facts before we take up the lesson for today. 


I. Sin and Its Consequences. 


When we look at the world there is the fact of sin 
which stares us in the face every way we turn. We 
cannot get away from it, “for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God.” Men may differ in other 
respects, but all are alike when it comes to sin. Some 
may live in marble palaces and others in mud hovels; 
but all are sinners. Some may be learned and cultured 
and others ignorant and uncivilized, but they are alike 
in that they are sinners. Men differ as to the color of 
their skin, but white or black or brown they all have 
wicked and deceitful hearts: There is a universal need 
for forgiveness. 


We must not minimize the terrible nature of sin. 
It is no small matter to sin against God. Only fools 
laugh at sin. Sin is “not being or doing what God 
requires.” It is “any want of conformity unto or trans- 
gression of, the law of God.” It is iniquity, a twisted 
condition of mind and heart and life. It is failure, a 
missing of the mark. It is defilement, from which we 
need cleansing. It is a burden which needs to be lifted. 
It is a disease far worse than leprosy. “The wages of 
sin is death”; “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Sin 
is a terrible curse resting upon all mankind. 


The fall left all mankind in an estate of sin and 
misery. Man is continually sick and helpless and ready 
to die. Indeed, death passed upon all men, for all 
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have sinned. 


We are altogether unable to save our- 
selves. 


(See Dr. Strong’s article, p. 5, this issue) . 


II. God, and His plan of salvation, by a Redeemer. 


This plan is all of grace. God, out of “His mere 
good pleasure,” because of the great love wherewith 
He loved us, promised to send Someone who would 
“bruise the serpent’s head.” The only Redeemer of 
God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son 
of God, who became man and by the blood of His 
cross loosed us from our sins and set us free from the 
captivity of sin and Satan. 


This promise of a coming Redeemer becomes clearer 
and is enlarged upon as the centuries of Old Testa- 
ment history roll by. Abram was called and God 
promised that in his seed all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed. The Messiah would execute the 
office of prophet, priest and king. The priestly side 
of His work was especially emphasized. The whole 
tribe of Levi was set apart to administer the ritual of 
the sacrifices and offerings of the tabernacle and temple. 
A large part of the commandments given at Sinai had 
to do with directions concerning the worship of the 
Lord. The blood was counted as a very holy thing: 
“without the shedding of blood there is no remission 
of sins.” 


The book of Hebrews explains all this and is our 
best commentary on the book of Leviticus. By types 
and symbols and shadows of good things to come God 
pictured to His people the priestly work of the coming 
Messiah. The prophet Isaiah gives us a picture of 
the Suffering Servant. His sufferings were for us: 
“He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised 
for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him and by His stripes we are healed.” 


In the fulness of time Jesus came, born in Bethlehem, 
of the Virgin Mary: “Thou shalt call His name Jesus 
for He shall save His people from their sins . . . Unto 
you is born in the city of David a Saviour Which is 
Christ the Lord.” And, “Behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the world,” said John the 
Baptist, as he pointed Him out to his disciples. Thus, 
from the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus’ priestly 
work of atonement was emphasized. Jesus told His 
disciples over and over again that He would be put 
to death giving His life as a ransom. When He in- 
stituted the Lord’s Supper He told them the cup 
symbolized His blood — the blood of the New Cove- 
nant — which was to be shed for the remission of sins. 


“To Him give all the prophets witness, that through 
His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive 
remission of sins” (Acts 10:43). So said Peter when 
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preaching to Cornelius and the Gentile company gath- 
ered in his house. By this Man — the God-man, Who 
was put to death on the cross — is preached unto us, 
too, the forgiveness of sins. The ground of our for- 
giveness is the vicarious death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross. He, the innocent Son of God, satisfied all the 
demands of justice and the guilty sinner is forgiven 
and goes free because Christ died for him. “He was 
made sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him.” What can 
take away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the 
blood of Jesus. 


Having seen what God has done in His love and 
grace to make forgiveness possible, now let us turn to 
the selections for our study todav. 


It is a glorious thing when a whole nation is for- 
given. Our devotional reading says, ‘““Thou hast for- 
given the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all 
their sin.” How often this was true of Israel! The 
nation would sin and then in the midst of their suf- 
fering which surely followed they would cry to God, 
confessing their sins, and He would forgive them. 
“Shew us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us thy salva- 
tion.” Surely His salvation is nigh them that fear Him; 
that glory may dwell in our land. We speak of Amer- 
ica the Beautiful, but America can only be beautiful 
when her many sins are forgiven. “Wilt thou not 
revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in Thee?” 
Revival and joys of revival can only come to those 
who confess their sins and seek God’s forgiveness. May 
we pray for such a revival to come to America! 


III. David’s confession and experience of forgive- 
ness: Psalms 32 and 51. 


It is always with a feeling of sadness that we take up 
this incident in the life of David. David was a great 
man, a many-sided man. He was a great soldier, a 
man of faith and courage and we all love the story of 
his victory over the giant, Goliath. He was a real states- 
man, welding together the scattered tribes into one 
kingdom and showing a great deal of tact and wisdom. 
He was a great poet and musician, skilled as a player 
of the harp. God called him a man after His own 
heart. He had a tender heart and never swerved in his 
lovaltvy to the One True God. 


3ut David committed two of the worst sins, adultery 
and murder. Recall the story of Uriah and Bathsheba 
by reading the account of this in the historical books 
(II Sam. 11). In his reaction to the pathetic story 
of Nathan the Prophet when Nathan said to him, 
“Thou art the man,” we see a truly penitent man. In 
Psalm 32 he says, “Blessed is he whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered!” He describes how 
wretched he was when he “kept silence.” He was a 
miserable man, “For day and night thy hand was 
heavy upon me.” All this changed when he confessed 
his sin. 


It is indeed a happy experience when we know the 
joy of forgiven sin. Let us never try to hide our 
sins from the all-seeing eyes of God, but pray that He 
will search us and try us and see if there is any wicked 
way within us and lead us in the way everlasting. 


Psalm 51 might be called the prayer of the penitent 
man. Let us notice one or two verses. “Wash me 
thoroughly from mine iniquity and cleanse me from 
my sin.” Sin is a defiling thing. But God can create 
a clean heart: “Create within me a clean heart, O 
God.” “Against thee, and thee only, have I sinned.” 
Of course David had sinned against others, but the 
worst part about his sin was that it was against God. 
Do we realize this when we sin? “The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, thou wilt not despise.” Let us pray for such 
hearts. 


IV. The Parable of the Prodigal Son: Luke 15:11-32. 


All of the parables in this great chapter show Jesus’ 
love for sinners. In the first two we see His seeking 
love; in the parable of the Prodigal Son we see His re- 
ceiving, or welcoming love. He loves to hear us say, 
“I have sinned,” for it means that we are turning to 
Him for forgiveness. 
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THIS SIMPLE PLAN 
SOLVES A 
GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how 
you can receive a safe, generous, and assured 
income for life by making a gift to Church 
Extension. Your gift purchases a regular 
annuity for you and, depending on your age, 
you may receive up to 7.4% per year in 
returns — regardless 
of prevailing business 
conditions. Payments 
to you are made semi- 
annually. The princi- 
pal later goes to help 
in spreading Chris- 
tianity throughout the 
South. Begin now. See 
how people with small 
or large incomes may 
enjoy this plan. 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Where Your Dollars Go Your Heart Is 


Scripture: I Chronicles 29:11-14 and Matthew 6:19-21 


Suggested Hymns— 
“T Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“We Give Thee But Thine Own” 
“Saviour, Thy Dying Love” 


NOTE TO PROGRAM LEADER: (This is a pro- 
gram, which, after the “Leader’s Introduction” is giv- 
en, should be presented by a guest speaker or speakers. 
We suggest that you secure your minister or church 
treasurer, or both, for your speakers. Be sure to invite 
them well in advance of the program so they will have 
ample time to make preparation. You want them to 
explain in considerable detail where the church’s money 
gees. There are two basic dispositions 
church dollars: for current expenses and for benevo- 
lences. If you use both the treasurer and the minister 
as speakers, it will probably be wise to ask the treasurer 
to explain the current expenses and the minister to tell 
about the benevolences of the church. In the discus- 
sion of current expenses. ask for detailed information 
about such items as maintenance, utilities, materials, 
supplies, etc. Many people who think the church 
spends too much money have not considered how much 
it costs to provide the comforts and services which 
thev demand. Since our benevolence dollars are used 
on four levels—local, presbytery, synod, and general 
assembly — ask your speaker to delineate these divi- 
sions. Ask not only for the amounts given by your 
church at each level but for an explanation of the 
work done at each level. For instance, what is the 
work of Presbyterv’s Church Extension and Synod’s 
Christian Education? Long lists of statistics read from 
a paper can be very confusing and boring, so you might 
ask vour leaders to list the main causes, divisions, and 
amounts on a blackboard or large piece of paper. Also, 
comparative statistics are helpful— such as the ratio 
of current expenses to benevolences, etc. The real 
objective of this program is to give the voung people 
an intelligent understanding of where church dollars 
go, for people give far more enthusiastically when they 
understand what they are doing and why.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Our 
hearts are most likely to be in our church giving when 
our minds are well informed. We are thankful that 
the benevolence giving of our denomination rates very 
high among American churches. One of the reasons 
for this generous giving is that our Church agencies 
and institutions try to keep the people informed about 
the work they are doing. We are not likely to give 


nade of our 


very generously to a work that does not interest us, 
and we cannot be very interested in a work about which 
we know little or nothing. Our Board of Missions, for 
instance, recognizes its obligation to tell the whole 
Church how it uses its money. And the Board has 
discovered that such information produces interest, and 
the increased interest results in greater generosity. 


This program will inform us about our church's 
giving. It will tell us where our church dollars go and 
how they are used. A wealthy church member was 
absolutely amazed when he finally discovered how 
widespread the work of the church was, and that his 
few dollars were working in so many different ways 
and places. As a result he made a ten-fold increase 
in his gifts. Perhaps we too will be amazed when 
we see how many ways our church dollars are used 
and how many different things they are accomplishing 
for the Lord. As we hear (names of guest speakers) 
explain how our church money is used, let us be ask- 
ing ourselves what these facts say to us. 


(Presentations by guest speakers) 


Questions for discussion after explanations have been 
made: 


1. Do the contributions of our people indicate 
that we are concerned about the cleanliness, 
neatness, and attractiveness of God’s house? 


Y. What does our local budget indicate about the 
interest of our church in Christian education and 
work with the young people? 


io) 


How does our minister’s salary compare with 
the minimum set by the Presbytery? 


4. What is the ratio of current expenses to benevo- 
lence giving? 


or 


What proportion of our gifts are used for telling 
people of other lands about Christ? 


6. Do our gifts indicate any special congregational 
interest? Do we give more to some particular 
cause (World Missions, a children’s home, or a 
school) than we are asked to give by Presbytery? 
If so, does it indicate that our hearts are especially 
in this thing? 


Closing Prayer. ’ 





Recommend The Journal To Friends 


Meo 
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MONTREAT-ANDERSON 
REACHES DRIVE GOAL 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Montreat- 
Anderson College is now free of all 
indebtedness as a result of a campaign 
in which $167,731 was raised. Ruling 
Elder Jones Pharr of Charlotte led 
the drive. Included are $110,000 to 
pay an accumulated operating deficit 
and $55,000 to balance the 1959-60 
budget. 


The drive was put over the top when 
a $10,000 challenge gift from Ken- 
neth Keyes of Miami, Fla., was 
claimed after matching funds were 
raised. 


A new dean of men and director of 
physical education has been named 
for the college. He is Larry C. Bos- 
tian, a graduate of North Carolina 
State College who holds a master’s 
degree from the University of North 
Carolina. 





MINISTERS’ WEEK SLATED 
AT COLUMBIA SEMINARY 


DECATUR, Ga. — Ministers’ Week 
at Columbia Theological Seminary is 
scheduled Oct. 31-Nov. 4. The Smyth 
Lectures will be delivered by Dr. Eu- 
gene A. Nida, translations secretary 
of the American Bible Society, whose 
general theme will be “Message and 
Mission.” Dr. Wallace M. Alston, 
president of Agnes Scott College, will 
be Alumni Lecturer, discussing, ‘The 
Minister and Contemporary Literary 
Figures.” Dr. Donald G. Miller of 
Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond will be the guest preacher each 
morning. 


The Seminary has an enrollment of 
218 for the fall quarter, including an 
entering class of 55. In addition, ap- 
proximately 25 wives of seminary stu- 
dents are attending classes. Dr. 
George Buttrick of New York City de- 
livered this year’s opening lectures. 

It has been announced that the an- 
nual meeting of the Alumni Associa- 


tion has been postponed from Nov. 1 
to next May 2. 





EXTENSION UNIT TO MEET 
ATLANTA, Ga. — Officers, execu- 
tive committee and advisory council 
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JHE CHURCH AI HOME 


members of the Assembly’s Home Mis- 
sion Association will meet in Atlanta 
Dec. 1, the Rev. Robert C. Pooley, Jr., 
the new president, has announced. 
Other new officers are: the Rev. Olaf 
Anderson, vice-president; the Rev. 
James A. Mitchell, executive commit- 
teeman; and the Rev. Raymond B. 
Spivey, member of the advisory coun- 
cil. 


BRIARWOOD ORGANIZED 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Briarwood 
church has been organized by a com- 
mission of Birmingham Presbytery. It 
has called the Rev. Frank M. Barker, 
Jr., who served the founding group 
during the summer, as its pastor. The 
church will be located on Highway 280 
South, five and one-half miles from 
downtown Birmingham. 





ASHEVILLE MEN MEET 


BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. Cc. — 
About 200 men of the Church of 
Asheville Presbytery met at Moun- 
tain Orphanage for their annual fall 
rally and elected the following of- 
ficers: George Wing, III, of Hender- 
sonville, president; Carl Welte of Can- 
ton and Dave Alexander of Grace 
Covenant church, Asheville, vice-pres- 
idents; Charles Munch of Malvern Hills 
church, Asheville, secretary; and Lee 
B. Nichols, Jr., of Andrews, treasurer. 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell of Montreat was 
principal speaker. 
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MISSISSIPPL REAFFIRMS 
ACTION ON PRESBYTERIES 


JACKSON, Miss. —- By a vote of 
138 to 126 the Synod of Mississippi 
has refused to rescind its June action, 
in which the number of Presbyteries 
was cut from five to three. 


In a called meeting here the Synod 
also heard a report from its Commis- 
sion on Presbytery Boundaries. Dr. 
W. F. Mansell of Vicksburg, chairman, 
reported that the new North Presby- 
tery will organize Nov. 15 at Oxford; 
Central Presbytery Nov. 22 at Jackson 
and South Presbytery Nov. 29 at Co- 
lumbia. 


In the new Central Presbytery are 
the following countries: Issaquena, 
Sharkey, Humphreys, Holmes, Attala, 
Winston, Noxubee, Yazoo, Madison, 
Leake, Neshoba, Kemper, Warren, 
Hinds, Rankin, Scott, Newton and 
Lauderdale. The area north of this 
band across the middle of the state 
comprises the North Presbytery, and 
the area south of it makes up South 
Presbytery. 


The Synod also elected the Rev. 
Richard Harbison of Canton and Dr. 
George Long of Tupelo to the Bel- 
haven College board and Dr. J. P. L. 
Stevenson of Clarksdale to the board 
of Columbia Theological Seminary. 





DEACONS HEAR LeCRAW 


MANNING, S. C. — Col. Roy Le- 
Craw of Atlanta addressed a group 
of 200 deacons of Harmony Presby- 
tery at a Camp Harmony meeting ar- 
ranged by Presbytery’s stewardship 
committee. Some pastors and ruling 
elders were also present to hear Col. 
LeCraw discuss tithing and the re- 
wards of consecrated Christian service. 





MISSIONARIES LEAD 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Missionaries 
John C. Pritchard of the Congo and 
the Rev. James A. Cogswell of Japan 
were leaders for the fall program of 
religious evaluation at Southwestern 
at Memphis. The series of seminars, 
talks and discussions was planned and 
directed by the college chaplain, Prof. 
Robert G. Patterson, and the campus 
Protestant Religious Council. 


1960 


MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


PORTUGAL—The Rev. and Mrs. H. 
McKennie Goodpasture, only Presby- 
terian, U.S., missionaries in this coun- 
try, have announced the birth of their 
first son, Philip Henry. They have 
a three-year-old daughter. 


CONGO—The Rev. and Mrs. Daniel 
P. Juengst, who are at Richmond, Va., 
awaiting instructions to re-enter the 
Congo, have announced the birth of 
their first daughter, Adele. They have 
two sons. 


CONGO — The birth of a third 
daughter, Mary Christine, in Houston, 
Texas, has been announced by Mr. and 
Mrs. Brandon Blount, industrial mis- 
sionaries. 


CONGO — The Rev. and Mrs. Paul 
B. Long have announced the birth of 
Charles Alexander, third son and fifth 
child, in Richmond, Va. 





ARSENAL HILL TO BUILD 

COLUMBIA, S. C. — Arsenal Hill 
church, in downtown Columbia, has 
launched a campaign to renovate and 
enlarge its church plant. The church, 
established in 1883 as a small Sunday 
School, has maintained a_ steady 
growth, making expansion necessary. 
Redecoration and air-conditioning of 
the sanctuary are planned, as well as 
addition of class rooms and modern- 
ization of the present church school 
facilities. 





WANTED 
Contact with anyone desiring po- 
sition as Church D. C. E. Write 
"D.C.E.” First Presbyterian Church, 
Talladega, Alabama. 





Invest 


in lives 1 
and your will 


will live 


Consider Christian Education 





§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
A Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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writxr just complxtxly took out. 


could not bx movxd to act, 


our dxxp apprxciation. 


takxs out. 


wxxk on thx papxr. 





PLXASX XXCUSX XRROR 


Wx do wish you would xxcusx xxrors. Wx had just about finishxd 
all thx work on this issux whxn onx of thx Ixttxrs on thx old tpyx- 
Many xfforts wxrx madx to gxt this 
littkx mxmbxr of thx working forcx to carry on his part, but hx just 
so wx had to ask anothxr to do his work. 
Wx arx making no apology for thx work of this “Pinchhittxr.” 
sxx, hx is doing his own work and thx work of anothxr. 
ovxrworking him, but hx doxsn’t sxxm to mind. 


It has just occurrxd to this writxr that thx work of thx congrxga- 
tion looks about likx this to thx Lord whxn onx of thx mxmbxrs 
Pxrhaps thosx who takx out nxvxr think of how much 
they arx missxd, and how incompIxtx thx work will bx without thxm. 
But no onx would havx guxssxd that thx inactivity of just onx mxm- 
bxr of this kxyboard would causx us to almost fail in our work this 
But doxsn’t it look txrriblx? 
corrxct in fxxling wx may look likx this to thx Lord, what can wx 
say for oursxlvxs in thx day of rxckoning? 


—Copied from the bulletin of the 
Alta Woods Church, Jackson, Miss. 


You 
Wx arx 
Wx xxprxss to him 


If this writxr is 








P.C. SLATES DEDICATION 
OF W. H. BELK AUDITORIUM 


CLINTON, S. C.,—Presbyterian Col- 
lege will dedicate its new auditorium 
in memory of William Henry Belk in 
special ceremonies scheduled for Oc- 
tober 31, President Marshall W. Brown 
has announced. 


He said the occasion also will honor 
Mrs. Henderson Wyatt of Dalton, Ga., 


for whom the adjoining chapel is 
named. 
President Brown had announced 


last spring that the $500,000 audito- 
rium would be named in memory of 
the nationally known mercantile lead- 
er who founded the Belk organization 
and who served the Church through- 
out his lifetime. The structure was 
completed just in time for commence- 
ment exercises, but dedication exer- 
cises were delayed until this fall so 
that the full PC student body might 
attend. 


The chapel-auditorium incorporates 
three principal facilities. The main 
auditorium, air-conditioned and with 
organ and beautifully appointed stage, 
offers a seating capacity of approxi- 
mately 1,100. The chapel provides 
for smaller worship groups of 100 per- 
sons. And a fine arts division forms 


the rear portion of the building, rising 
three stories high with music rooms, 
studios and dressing quarters. 


WESTMINSTER GETS 

FULTON, Mo. — Westminster Col- 
lege has received an anonymous 
$50,000 grant for construction of a 
new chapel - auditorium. President 
Robert L. D. Davidson, in announcing 
the gift, said he hoped the entire 
amount necessary for the construction 
of the building can be pledged by June 
of 1961. The college architect is now 
working on plans for the proposed 
building, which will seat approximate- 
ly 1,200 persons. 


GRANT 


FIRST DECADE NOTED 
HOUSTON, Texas — St. Philip 
church, which had grown from 101 
members to 1,200 in its first ten years, 
conducted special services to mark the 
start of its second decade. Speakers 
included Dr. Hubert H. Hopper, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Texas Presby- 
terian Foundation and former min- 
ister of the church, and Dr. Malcolm 
Purcell, executive secretary of Brazos 
Presbytery. The Rev. J. Walter Dick- 

son, Jr., is the present minister. 
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APPOMATTOX BUILDING 


LYNCHBURG, Va. — Five Appo- 
mattox Presbytery congregations have 
completed building projects, and two 
others are making construction plans. 
The new Northminster church north 
of Lynchburg is using the first unit 
of its plant. Massie’s Mill and Arvon 
churches are both dedicating educa- 
tional buildings, and Concord church 
near Red House has opened its educa- 
tional building and fellowship hall. 
Kentuck church near Danville is com- 
pleting new educational space, a fel- 
lowship hall and kitchen. Planning 
new buildings are the Halifax and 
St. Andrew churches in Lynchburg. 





SECOND CHURCH STARTED 


LAFAYETTE, La. — Lafayette’s 
new Presbyterian church, the second 
in the city, was organized with ap- 
proximately 125 members by a com- 
mission of Louisiana Presbytery. The 
Rev. C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr., super- 
intendent of Church Extension, was 
directed to serve as interim pastor 
until a minister is called. 


Officers elected and installed in- 
clude: D. H. Bingham, Milton Fox, R. 
Vernon Guthrie, W. Bradley Kim- 
brough, W. Drayton Lewis, E. E. Mc- 
Millan, C. J. Russell, Jack W. Shirley 
and John D. Smith, elders; and J. C. 
Anderson, Ivy J. Becnel, Robert M. 
Castator, J. H. Chatterton, Cecil Haw- 
kins, J. O. Johnson, Jack H. Ray and 
D. L. Tanner, deacons. 


The steering committee, which 
worked for about six months before 
the organization, was composed of Jay 
L. Howell, chairman, Robert Durkee 
and Mrs. Ivy J. Becnel. Most of the 
members came from the First Church 
of Lafayette, of which the Rev. T. F. 
Wallace is pastor. The group is now 
meeting in the War Memorial Build- 
ing. A name is to be chosen. 





SCHREINER ENROLLMENT UP 


KERRVILLE, Texas — Schreiner 
Institute has begun its thirty-eighth 
year with a peak enrollment of up- 
wards of 360 students, slightly more 
than one-sixth of whom are attending 
as day students. This enrollment, 


which is divided approximately 5 to 4 
between the junior college and the 
high school divisions, marks an increase 
of around 10% over any session for 
the past ten years, according to Reg- 
istrar F. H. Junkin. 


For the third 





successive year the Schreiner Institute 
faculty remains the same. 





N. C. WOMEN MEET 


GREENVILLE, N. C. — Dr. Henry 
Edward Russell, pastor of the Second 
Church of Memphis, Tenn., was prin- 
cipal speaker for the annual meeting 
of the North Carolina Synodical. Al- 
so appearing on the program were the 
Rev. Richard R. Gammon, pastor of 
the host church; Mrs. Harold J. Dud- 
ley, president of the United Church 
Women of North Carolina; Miss Mary 
Lee Taylor, professor of Bible at 
Queens College; and Mrs. Charles H. 
Francis, president of the Women of 
the Church of Albemarle Presbytery. 





ASHEVILLE HOLDS SCHOOL 


ASHEVILLE, N. C. — Over 225 
Presbyterians from 18 Western North 
Carolina churches were registered for 
the annual Asheville Presbytery Lead- 
ership School at First Church here. 
Leaders included Dr. Bob S. Hodges, 
Jr., associate secretary of the Gen- 
eral Council; the Rev. W. Norman 


Cook, secretary of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education’s division of field serv- 
ice; and Mrs. Edward A. Gibson, a 
member of the host church, who taught 
a course in recreational leadership. 





MECKLENBURG MEN MEET 


ALBEMARLE, N. C. — (PN) — 
About 600 men of Mecklenburg Pres- 
bytery heard a call for “total commit- 
ment to Jesus Christ” at their annual 
fall rally in the First Church here. 
The Rev. Robert G. Balnicky told the 
men that the lack of total commit- 
ment to Christ “cuts off fellowship 
with Him.” 


Tom Wilson of Charlotte was elect- 
ed to succeed David Parker of Wades- 
boro as president. 





“A man is not justified by works 
of the law but by faith in Jeus Christ.” 
Galatians 2:16. The central fact in 
our relation to God is that our standing 
does not depend on what we can do 
for God but on what He has done 
for us. 





an 


How to live with your feelings 


ARCHIBALD F, WARD. This unusual devotional 


book contains the author's translation of one 
hundred Psalms arranged in groups by emo- 
tional tone. Use it to find the Psalm that re- 
flects a particular mood and to communicate 


Seasons 
of the 
Soul 


to God your feelings—even harsh, negative 
ones. This book makes available the vital 
resources of the Psalms to all who seek bealth 


and holiness. 


The 
Fulfillment 
of Life 


$3.00 


OweEN M. WEATHERLY. Relating the law of 
God to the grace of God, Weatherly sees 
that man respects physical law but rebels 
against moral law. To find true fulfillment, 
he states, we must put our lives in harmony 


with God's will, accepting his grace as the 
power for obedient, abundant living. $3.00 


WILLIAM B. Warp. With magnificent poetry 


and intense drama the book of Job probes the 
darkness of suffering—darkness lightened but 
not dispelled when the unfathomable, all-loving 
God speaks to Job out of the whirlwind. This 


Out 
of the 
Whirlwind 


devotional type of Bible study guide will be 
valuable to all who have experienced pain or 


loss. 


ask 


$2.50 


your sini JOHN KNOX PRESS. 
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LAYMAN—from p. 11 


some, a socialistic pattern of life has 
developed which envisions adequacy 
for all regardless of individual initia- 
tive or application. 


How easy it is to forget the lessons 
of history when confronted with the 
problems of today; and how easy it 
is to think that the spending of money 
and more money constitutes the pan- 
acea for personal, national and inter- 
national ills. The need for bread is 
real, but the fact that man does not 
live by bread alone is even more real. 
The use of money as a means of po- 
litical bribery is a symptom of the 
erosion of moral and spiritual values. 


There is no time for delay. The 
fate of a nation and of the free world 
may well hang in the balance. If 
the Church or any of her leaders un- 
wittingly contribute to or participate 
in the furthering of disaster, it would 
be an irony of history and an evidence 
of the tragedy which comes when hu- 
manism is substituted for Christianity, 
or man-made utopian schemes replace 
divinely ordained principles. 


These are days of testing. Behind 
the scenes a battle is being waged, the 
outcome of which will gravely affect 
the future witness of the Church. We 
are seeing the basic philosophies of 
men exhibited in the stand they take. 
We have before us the choice, God or 
mammon, and yet behind that choice 
is an even more vital one, divine rev- 
elation or human philosophy. 


Presently there is so much confusion 
that some who choose mammon think 
they are choosing God; and those who 
settle for human philosophy think they 
are being wise. 


Our Protestant heritage embodies 
eternal truths which are worth living 
and dying for. Let these verities be 
blurred by anything, and the light of 
the attending freedoms and blessings 
of the Reformation will begin to dim 
on the horizon of contemporary his- 
tory. 


It was the blackout of Christian 
truth that led to the Dark Ages. Will 
history repeat itself? Are there in 
our time enough people to hold high 
the torch of Reformation truth so that 
its light will not die out across the 
earth? 

—From Christianity Today 





If your efforts are criticized, you 
must have done something worth- 
while. 
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Children’s Bibl: Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
STORIES OF THE BEGINNINGS 
5. The First Sin 
DO YOU KNOW—What sin is? 


LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 2: 16-17; Genesis 3:6; Deuter- 
onomy 10:12-13; Romans 6:23; I John 3:4. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about sin? 

THING TO REMEMBER: God hates Sin. Read Isaiah 59:2. 


GOD’S GOODNESS TO ADAM 

Genesis 2:8-17. Cross out the wrong words. 

God planted a beautiful garden in EDEN CHINA as a home for 
MOSES ADAM. God made some TENTS TREES that were 
beautiful to look at; some were good for CLOTHES LIGHT 
FOOD. God told Adam he could eat freely of every tree in the 
CITY GARDEN, but he must not eat of the TREE BOOK of 
the knowledge of Good and Evil. God said, “In the day thou eat- 
est thereof thou shalt surely LIVE DIE”’ 

Genesis 2:15-20. God knew if we are to be happy, we must 
have something to do. He gave Adam work to do; he was to 
dress and keep the CHILDREN GARDEN. God gave Adam 
many ANIMAL MAN friends. God asked Adam to give each 
one a BONE DRINK NAME. 

Read Genesis 3:20. God made a WIFE COUSIN for Adam. 
Her name was MARY BETH EVE. 


MAN DISOBEYS GOD 
Genesis 3:1-4. The serpent (Satan) tricked Eve by questioning 
what God said. He asked, “Yea, hath God __ ___ __ __ ?”” We 


must beware of anyone who tries to get us to disbelieve what 
God says in the Bible. Satan told a terrible lie, “Ye shall —. __. __ 
surely die.” 

Genesis 3:6. Eve believed Satan rather than God. She first 
LOOKED, then WANTED, then TOUCHED, and at last TOOK 
the forbidden fruit. Eve ‘‘did eat, and 
___ __ __ husband, and he did 
That is SIN! 

Read Romans 6:23. “The of sin is death.’’ Every- 
one who sins must die Christ died to pay this penalty for man’s 
sin. Through this gift of God's Son, we have eternal life. 


also unto 


.’ They disobeyed God! 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 


How many books are there in the New Testament? 


(Adapted from “Stories of the Beginnings,’ Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 


1960 
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SZ BOOKS 


LIGHT BENEATH THE CROSS, by 
Stuart Barton Babbage and Ian Sig- 
gins. Doubleday and Company, New 
York. 161 pp. $2.95. 


<—F 


Here is the moving account of the 
Almighty God in the Australian Cru- 
sade of 1959. Billy Graham and his 
team were the human instruments 
used of the Lord to bring many souls 
to Jesus Christ in the land of the 
Southern Cross. 


“The stars of the Southern Cross 
shine brightly over the lands of the 
South Pacific, and the Australian, in 
his rare poetic moments, may be well 
pleased to adopt them as a symbol of 
his national aspirations. But as he 
looks into the southern heavens at this 
cluster of brightness, it is not the cross 
of Christ that comes to his mind, nor 
the faith of Christ that stirs his emo- 
tions,” (p. 11). 


The Billy Graham Crusade was to 
change this, for soon after the evan- 
gelist’s arrival all Australia was talk- 
ing about the Cross, and thousands of 
lives were reached for Jesus Christ. 
Every leading newspaper was to carry 
items about the Crusade and its Theme 
every day for four months. 


Authors Babbage and Siggins, who 
were eye witnesses to this Crusade, 
tell in clear and simple language the 
impact of this man of God and his 
team of workers on the “land down 
under.” 


Before Graham came to Australia 
a Gallup poll showed that less than a 
third of the population were in any 
sense regular in Church attendance. 
The average man, an amiable pagan, 
material in his horizons, never suspect- 
ed the deep satisfactions that were 
to be found in Jesus Christ. 


The influence for good which the 
Crusade had may be seen in the fol- 
lowing statement: “The Sydney Sun- 
day Mirror on May 17 reported in a 
survey of the Crusade aftereffects 
that Redfern Court, in a crowded in- 
ner suburban industrial area, had 
shown a 50 per cent cut in some cat- 
egories of crime during the weeks of 
the Crusade” (p. 55). 


And, “briefly, it may be said that 
the value of the Crusade was not only 








to be seen in the number of converts 
registered (vital as that is), but in the 
new life and inspiration that has come 
to the churches as they prayed and 
worked together on a scale hitherto 
unknown in this part of the world” 
(p. 153). 


Your heart will be warmed as you 
read this book, and you will rejoice 
that God saw fit to send His servant 
to the “land of the Southern Cross.” 


—Rev. Robert C. Duhs 
Vicksburg, Miss. 





AMERICAN CULTURE AND 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, by Emmett 
McLoughlin. Lyle Stuart, N. Y. 288 
pp. $4.95. 


What is the nature and purpose of 
Roman Catholic education? What are 
its methods and results? What effects 
will such education have on democratic 
institutions and what impact will such 
a system exert upon the traditional 
American way of life? 


A former priest — the author of 
the best seller, PEOPLE’S PADRE— 
has here written a richly-documented, 
first-person description of the vast and 
incredible system which the Roman 
state within the American state has 
created and maintains for the training 
of its “shock troops,” as McLoughlin 
calls them — that relatively small 
number of dedicated Roman Catholics 
who do not hesitate to intimidate the 
local, state and even the federal gov- 
ernment when it suits their purposes. 


Step by step the author vividly de- 
scribes his twenty-one years of Catholic 
schooling in a system which was “in 
the American world but certainly not 
of it.” He tells how he was indoctri- 
nated in loyalty, then obedience, then 
blind obedience; how he was taught to 
accept, but not to think. 


With more charity than one suspects 
would be granted him by those about 
whom he writes, he shows how priests 
and nuns are recruited at the dawn 
of adolescence. He shows how paro- 
chial schools are exempt from state 
control and how this exemption affects 
what Catholic children learn. 


He details the propaganda in Ro- 
man textbooks. He cites the censor- 
ship that warps the sources, suppresses 
facts and distorts the world’s history. 
He points out that parents have no 
voice in the operation of Catholic 
schools. 
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The priest turned citizen describes 
the fundamental conflicts between the 
papal teachings and the ideals of Amer- 
ican democracy. He cites growing in- 
fringements on the principle of sepa- 
ration of Church and State. 


If there were any questions about 
the “religious issue” in the reader’s 
mind before picking up this book, they 
will be answered before he puts it 
down. 


This is must reading. 


—G. Aiken Taylor 





A TREASURY OF FUNERAL MES- 
SAGES, by John R. Chiles. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids. 161 pp. 
$2.50. 


In our day when more and more 
preachers are scrapping wholesale the 
traditional funeral sermon for a 
streamlined burial service, publications 
of this kind, if they accomplish noth- 
ing else, at least point up by way of 
contrast the emptiness of the current 
trend. 


Homiletical deficiencies notwith- 
standing, this book clearly demon- 
strates the relevance of the Gospel 
to the sorest trial of the human heart. 
Employing a wide variety of approach- 
es and techniques, the author adapts 
the Biblical message of eternal hope 
and comfort to circumstances equally 
varied on the circumference, yet one 
at the center in their sense of loss 
and sorrow. 


The selection of texts and titles dis- 
plays skill and imagination, controlled 
by good taste. For example: At the 
funeral of a law enforcement officer 
the message is titled “A Second Line 
of Ministers,” and the text is Romans 
13:6, “They are ministers of God’s 
service attending continually upon this 
very thing.” Or again, for the funeral 
of a young woman the preacher chooses 
as his text Psalm 144:12, “When our 
sons shall be as plants grown up in 
their youth, and our daughters as 
corner stones hewn after the fashion 
of a palace,” calling the message 
“Tender Plants and Polished Stones.” 


There are no sentimental and maud- 
lin shades in these sermons, but the 
tender compassion of a Christlike, 
shepherd heart shines through every 
line. 


—Rev. Richard Allen Bodey 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 





MINISTERS 


Otte Kay, from Ila, Ga., 
First Church, Calhoun, Ga. 


David E. Hamilton, from Pensacola, 
Fla., to Jamestown, New York. 


Robert Doom, who has been study- 
ing at Princeton Seminary, has ac- 
cepted a call to the Stillwater, N. J., 
church. 

Hugh W. McCutchan, (H.R.), from 
Montreat, N. C., to Canton, Mo. 
Palmer W. Deloteus, from Robs- 
town, Tex., to the First Church, We- 
woka, Okla. 

W. Graham Wood, Jr., from Beverly, 
W. Va., to Shenandoah Junction, 
W. Va. 

Frederick J. Fahrion, from Vandelia, 
Mo., (UPUSA), to the Maryland 
Heights, Mo., church (US). 

Hiram Hunter, 
Tex., to the 
church. 


to the 


from Livingston, 
Winnsboro, Tex., 





DEATHS 


Noah Lloyd Dennis, Executive Sec- 
retary of Hanover Presbytery, died 
in Richmond Sept. 19. 





LETTERS 
THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD 


As you say in your editorial of 
Sept. 28, John Calvin preached and 
wrote about Predestination for the 
same reason he wrote about Baptism 
or the Trinity: because he found it 
plainly in his Bible, taught there by 
God. 


But some of God’s children may 
wonder, if Calvin and his dear friend 
John Knox found this doctrine so 
plainly taught by Christ and His 
apostles in the inspired Scriptures, why 
is it that so many present day preach- 
ers (even Presbyterians) never seem 
to find it there? 


We suggest that this may be: 1) 
Because some preachers never preach 
straight through either a Gospel or 
an Epistle. Thus they tend to preach 
on only a part of God’s revealed truth. 


+ oy 


If anyone preaches right through the 
Gospel of John, for instance, he will 
have to deal with the text as it occurs 
and he will have occasion to refer to 
Predestination in explaining more 
than one chapter — if he deals honest- 
ly with the text. 


2) Because quite a few people — 
even some church-going people — re- 
ject this Bible truth. As a result, a 
preacher could get into trouble by 
plainly teaching it. Christ Himself 
was hated and His immediate death 
was sought on one occasion because 
He declared that God is sovereign in 
His choice of whom to give His bless- 
ings — passing by some Jews and 
being merciful to some Gentiles (Luke 
4). 


3) Since this Bible truth of Predesti- 
nation places man in so thoroughly 
fallen a state as to say that without 
God’s special and almighty grace a 
man will never turn from sin, some 
preachers themselves reject this doc- 
trine, with the result that they only 
preach from those texts which, taken 
by themselves, can be made to speak 
as though any sinner of himself could, 
at any time, repent and believe on 
Christ. (e.g. they refer to John 6:37, 
but only mention the last part, “him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
cast out,” omitting the first, or pre- 
destination part, “all that the Father 
giveth me shall come to me’’). 


Finally, we should remember with 
gratitude to God, that there are some, 
both in the pulpit and in the pew, 
who do teach and preach this sacred 


truth. Why? Because God has been 
pleased to give them a heart to re- 
ceive it and find the strength and com- 
fort in it that He means for His people 
to have. Let us pray the Lord of the 
harvest to give His Church more and 
more of this variety of preacher, who 
fear God and love His Word too much 
to omit any part of His Gospel truth. 


—/(Rev.) Norman Caswell 
Dundalk, Ontario, Canada 





ANOTHER TESTIMONIAL TO 
“EVERY FAMILY PLAN” 


This church spends a considerable 
amount of money each year placing 
the Journal in the homes of the con- 
gregation, particularly covering the 
new members of the past year. It is 
felt by our officers that this is a tre- 
mendously important investment. While 
some may pay comparatively little at- 
tention to the magazine since they did 
not request it, the fact is that we hear 
constantly of folks who find great 
blessing and profit in reading it. The 
Journal makes for an informed Presby- 
terian, knowing what his church and 
his denomination are doing. It im- 
parts valued indoctrination to read the 
sermons, editorials and other articles. 
We feel that the Presbyterian Journal 
helps to make this the Bible-centered 
church that it is known to be. 


—(Rev.) Donald C. Graham 
Pensacola, Fla. 


“Every Family Plan,” $2 per sub- 
scription.—Ed. 








THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
(A Manual for New Members) 


Containing four outstanding reprints— 
I—TuHeE Story OF PRESBYTERIANISM, by C. Gregg Singer 
I1—Wuat PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE, by G. Aiken Taylor 
ITI—PRESBYTERIAN GOVERNMENT, by E. C. Scott 
IV—JoInINc THE PRESBYTERIAN CuHuRCH, by B. Hoyt Evans 
USE— 


As parallel reading in special study groups 
For communicant’s classes 

As a gift to new members 

In literature racks 


Order From 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. 
15c each, 2 for 25c, $10 per hundred 
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